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Good afternoon Mr. Chairman and Commissioners.  
 
My name is Emily Harris; I am Senior Vice President of Business and Legal Affairs at 
Entertainment One. I am joined by John Bain, President of Search Engine Films. We are 
here on behalf of the Canadian Association of Film Distributors and Exporters (CAFDE) 
and we would like to thank you for the opportunity to participate in the Canadian 
Broadcaster Group License Renewal Consultations. 
 
CAFDE is the non-profit trade organization that represents the Canadian film distribution 
industry and its members on matters of national interests. CAFDE members include d 
Films, Elevation Pictures, Entertainment One/Les Films Séville, Entertainment, 
Kinosmith, Métropole Films, Mongrel Media, Pacific Northwest Pictures, LaRue 
Entertainment, and Search Engine Films. CAFDE members provide Canadians with the 
majority of the domestically produced filmed entertainment, putting CAFDE in a unique 
position to offer comment on certain of the Commission’s stated areas of examination 
and objectives including:  
 
• An examination of the effectiveness of the group-based licensing approach during 

the most recent licence term for the large ownership groups, as well as its 
continued future application and; 

 
• The implementation of certain policy decisions set out in the “Let’s Talk TV” 

Broadcasting Regulatory Policy 015-86. 
 
The Canadian film industry supports a diverse and expansive economy of creators, 
talent, producers, distributors and service providers. Canadian films attract audiences at 
home and abroad, and Canadian talent is celebrated on the international stage.  Most 
importantly, the Canadian film industry provides a unique platform for Canadian voices 
to share Canadian stories and all Canadians will benefit from a broadcast system that 
showcases and supports this diverse and important work. Robust indigenous production 
and a supportive broadcast environment is critical for the continued health and growth 
of the Canadian film industry. To that end, CAFDE supports the application by Canadian 
broadcasters to renew their licences, but we do so with the expectation that the CRTC 



	 	
	
	
	

	

 

will continue to uphold the commercial and cultural interests of the Canadian film industry 
in the process.   
 
The film industry is seeing a shift in how Canadians enjoy film. We recognize that the 
traditional theatrical, video, and television windows, which are so crucial for sharing 
Canadian films with Canadians, are shifting in this new digital era. However, linear 
platforms continue to be of key importance to filmmakers and audiences. Currently, and 
for the foreseeable future, these traditional platforms remain crucial avenues for both 
ensuring access for Canadian content as well as for showcasing Canadian content to 
significant audiences. As distributors, the health of our business – as well as the strength 
of the greater Canadian content industry – relies on effective regulation of these content 
pipelines. CAFDE members want to see the relationship between Canadian content 
creators, Canadian distributors, Canadian broadcasters and Canadian audiences 
strengthened at this critical moment of disruption.  
 
The vitality and very existence of our sector depends on support from regulatory bodies 
to ensure that broadcasters and exhibitors provide audiences with access to our high-
quality Canadian film content. These requirements provide the platform for Canadian 
films to reach Canadian homes and is crucial to the success of the Canadian film and 
television eco-system. Unfortunately, in recent years, we have seen a distinct decline in 
the overall trend of film acquisition by Canadian broadcasters.  
 
Our members have seen reduced commitment to Canadian films by Canadian 
broadcasters over the last five broadcast seasons, both in pay and free television 
acquisitions. This trend has been consistent across all broadcasters and appears to 
represent a change in strategic direction which is not compatible with the CRTC’s 
mandate or spirit of the Broadcast Act, and also stands in sharp contrast to the 
commission’s stated goals of supporting the creation, dissemination and discoverability 
of Canadian content for Canadians. A requirement that broadcasters demonstrate a 
renewed commitment to Canadian feature film will not only ensure that the cultural fabric 
of Canada is enriched and strengthened by providing Canadians with access to 
Canadian stories, it will also facilitate an increase in employment opportunities for 
Canadians in the film industry.  



	 	
	
	
	

	

 

 
CAFDE therefore recommends that the Commission create a home for Canadian feature 
film on broadcast television by creating and strengthening mechanisms that encourage 
the exhibition in primetime of feature films made in Canada.  To that end, we recommend 
that the Commission adopt the following in the conditions of license for Canadian 
broadcasters: 
 

• First, mandating that Canadian broadcasters devote a given amount of their 
required Canadian Content scheduling and spending commitments specifically to 
category 7(d) programming (as defined in section 6 of Schedule of the Specialty 
Services Regulations, 1990; being theatrical feature films aired on TV). To date, 
most broadcasters have had the latitude to program within category 7 as a whole, 
and without any specific requirements for feature films. 

 
• Second, ensuring that as part of the license renewal for The Movie Network (TMN), 

not only does Bell Media Inc. commit to specific category 7(d) investment, but that 
Bell Media reiterate its commitment to buy and air all Canadian theatrical feature 
films presented to them by Canadian film distributors 

 
• Third, we recommend that the CRTC require all broadcasters to maintain (A) the 

established standard exhibition requirement of 35% Canadian content during the 
broadcast day, and (B) a minimum requirement for exhibition of Canadian content 
(including feature films) during primetime. 
 

• Finally, to ensure that the commitment to Canadian film spans from traditional 
platforms into the digital age, we recommend that the CRTC require that all digital 
and on-demand platforms operating in Canada maintain a minimum commitment 
for the availability of Canadian film content. 

 
If implemented, these recommendations will ensure continued access for viewers across 
the country to Canadian programming and will ensure our Canadian feature films aren’t 
left behind. The requirement that broadcasters feature Canadian theatrical films during 
primetime will support the CRTC’s objective of enabling audiences to discover and enjoy 



	 	
	
	
	

	

 

Canadian feature films on the platform of their choosing, while also allowing for 
broadcasters to highlight their investment in the Canadian economy through high quality 
Canadian content while engaging audiences both at key timeslots and on an on-demand 
basis. Additionally, in a time when we see a shift in Canadian consumption of TV and 
film, the exhibition standards that have been applied to broadcasters, should be applied 
to new subscriber and streaming video on-demand services to ensure that all platforms 
support Canadian content in the years to come.  
 
CAFDE is not the only stakeholder group that sees value in certain of the above 
recommendations. These sentiments were also echoed in the 2015 Review of the 
Feature Film Industry in Canada conducted by the Standing Committee on Canadian 
Heritage. Specifically, Recommendation 5 by the Committee was that the CRTC 
consider creating a special category for Canadian feature films as programs of national 
interest to guarantee appropriate exhibition, funding, and promotion of Canadian films.  
 
CAFDE’s recommendations as presented here today will ensure that Canadian films, 
made by Canadians and telling Canadian stories, continue to be accessible to all 
Canadians. Our recommendations will provide broadcasters the opportunity to 
showcase Canadian feature films and share our diverse Canadian narrative. Our 
domestic industry produces world renowned films and CAFDE believes that, to continue 
and grow our film industry, regulatory bodies, filmmakers, distributors, and broadcasters 
must work together to build locally, compete globally, and celebrate nationally.  
 
On behalf of the members of CAFDE, I thank you for your time and considerations.  


